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Erik Jacobsen: 
My name is Erik Jacobsen. I moved from Victoria in 2001, when I purchased my present home in Telkwa. 
I was elected to the council in 2005. I have always been interested in making improvements in this place I 
call home. I have noticed on several occasions the Telkwa Council has been unable to conduct a meeting 
because of unable to make a quorum. Because of this and my experience, I would make myself available 
to serve on the Council. 
 
Klaus Kraft: 
I have lived in Telkwa with my partner for the last 21 years. I am the president of the Smithers Curling 
Center. Currently, I am an elected Executive Board Member of Local 258 of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) and worked in the Electrical Utility Section for Manitoba Hydro 1966-1972), 
for BC Hydro (1972 to 2015) as a Lineman (Power Line Technician), and was the crew lead for the BC 
Hydro Line Department in Smithers until retirement in 2015. I love fishing, camping gardening, curling, cross 
country skill, travelling and exploring in our province and Canada, and spending time at home with my 
wonderful life partner Sylvia, and being a grandpa to two great grandsons.  
 
The time felt right to exercise my civic duty and let my name stand as a candidate for the vacant position 
of councillor the February by-election for Telkwa. I’ve always been somewhat interested in local politics 
wherever I have lived. I am pleased to see that there are two other candidates for the position because I 
believe elections are a healthy part of politics. I believe that my background has given me the tools to 
position me well for the role of councillor in Telkwa.  
 
I think the first hurdle will be to get elected, and there will then be a steep learning curve encountered by 
the successful candidate. It will take some time to know who the other players are on Council and also what 
pressings issues are in front of Council. Until you know, it will be hard to address these issues until you are 
more familiar with them (probably even more difficult in our current COVID-19 pandemic situation).  I am 
interested in motivating our younger generation to get involved in civic politics. We need to listen, learn and 
get their perspective on issues that concern them in Telkwa.  
 
I do not have a personal agenda, but I will work hard for the community of Telkwa if elected. 
 
Dave Livesey: 
I am a committed resident of Telkwa who would like to see our community grow sustainably and continue 

to be a healthy and safe place to raise a family. I want my granddaughters to be able to swim and catch 

salmon in our village rivers, just as people have been doing here for countless generations. 

I would like to see Telkwa with more services to help residents get what they need without having to 

commute to Smithers. We need more housing choices for everyone, especially seniors, single parent 

families, and people on low incomes. If our housing needs are taken care of, we can all focus on improving 

the community through employment and volunteer choices. 

The Mayor and Council set the strategies for our village to become a better place to live, but I believe 

everyone should have a chance to provide input and to help out in whatever way they can. Communities 

work best when everyone is involved, and when other levels of government and service groups are part of 

the process. As a councillor, I will work within the community and in the wider region to find solutions to 

issues facing the village. 

For more information on my goals for Telkwa, see the series of articles being published in The Interior News 

over the next few weeks. 

 


